5 6 t 

LIFE & ARTS SPORTS 

Talent manager Loss of running 

specializes in back Anderson 

presidential changes things 

impersonators 108 again for TCU w 

VOLUME 112, No. 202 FACEBOOK.COM/STARTELEGRAM Re WORTH C ` ) Chance of rain 
STAY CONNECTED STAR-TELEGRAM.COM TWITTER.COM/STARTELEGRAM Dh THE WEST BEGINS’ MONDAY NOVEMBER 13 2017 $2 Na /58° See 9A 


Sta rTelegra 


How Texas A&M became a 


top-100 law school in four years 


BY RYAN OSBORNE 
rosborne@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
On the outside, the Texas 
A&M School of Law looks the 
same as it did four years ago, 
when it was still Texas Wes- 
leyan Law School: a three-story 
block of faded brown concrete 


on Commerce Street downtown, 


across from the Fort Worth 
Water Gardens. 

It sits between a Sheraton 
hotel and a parking garage, 
nondescript enough to house an 
IRS office, which it has in the 


past. 
But inside, the school — ac- 
quired by A&M from Texas 


Wesleyan in 2013 — has gone 


from unranked to one of the top 
100 in the country, hiring more 
than 25 new professors in the 
last two years, improving job 
placement numbers and putting 
itself on a competitive playing 
field with well-established law 
schools in the state, such as 
SMU, the University of Houston 
and Baylor. 

“Texas A&M is an incredibly 


ambitious university,” interim 
Dean Thomas Mitchell told the 
Star-Telegram in an interview at 
the school. “So when they ac- 
quired a law school that was 
unranked, that was not the end 
goal — just to have a law school. 
It wasn’t just to have a law 
school that was average. It was 
to have an outstanding law 
school.” 


Mitchell, who took over as 
interim dean in July after An- 
drew Morriss was appointed to a 
different position in the Texas 
A&M University System, ac- 
knowledged that simply going 
from Texas Wesleyan to A&M 
was “huge” in becoming ranked 
by U.S. News & World Report. 

A&M made its debut at No. 
112 last year and moved up to 
No. 92 this year. 

The rankings, which are de- 
termined in large part by assess- 
ments from law school peers, 
lawyers and judges, “are mostly 
noise,” said Brian Leiter, a Uni- 
versity of Chicago law professor 


SEE LAW SCHOOL, 8A 
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RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott is sacked by Falcons defensive end Adrian Clayborn on Sunday in Atlanta — one of six sacks by 
Clayborn out of eight the Falcons had in a 27-7 win over Dallas. As much as the Cowboys missed running back Ezekiel Elliott, the 
absence of left tackle Tyron Smith proved to be worse. Chaz Green started in Smith’s place and offered little resistance to Atlanta’s rush 
in what was easily the worst performance by a Cowboys offensive lineman in years. It was the most sacks allowed by the Cowboys since 
1991 when Troy Aikman was dropped 11 times by the Philadelphia Eagles. Full report, 1B 


Church members gather for first time since attack 


BY CLAUDIA LAUER 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS 

Hundreds of mourners 
crowded into the tiny town of 
Sutherland Springs for the first 
Sunday service since a gunman 
stormed the First Baptist 
Church a week earlier, killing 
more than two dozen people in 
the worst mass shooting in 
Texas history. 

After an emotional sermon 
held outdoors under a massive 
white tent, congregants and the 
public were invited to return to 
the church for the first time 
since the tragedy. A chilling 
memorial set up inside the 
church included 26 white chairs 
- including one for the unborn 
baby of a victim who was preg- 


ERIC GAY AP 


A man pulls a cross to the site of a church service Sunday for the 
victims of a mass shooting in Sutherland Springs. 


name or nickname painted in 
gold. 
Pastor Frank Pomeroy shared 


message that the community 
bound together by faith can 
move past the evil that attacked 


“Rather than choose darkness 
as that young man did that day, 
we choose life,” Pomeroy said 
during the service, his voice 
cracking as he spoke about his 
14-year-old daughter, Anna- 
belle, who was among those 
killed in the Nov. 5 rampage. 

“I know everyone who gave 
their life that day,” he said, 
pausing to gather himself. 
“Some of whom were my best 
friends and my daughter.” He 
wiped his eyes, then added, “I 
guarantee they are dancing with 
Jesus today.” 

Initially, the church had 
planned to hold Sunday’s serv- 
ice at an adjacent community 
center, which can accommo- 
date a few dozen people. But 
when organizers realized hun- 
dreds planned to attend, the 
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FORT WORTH 
NATIVE LIZ SMITH 
DIES AT 94 


The longtime queen of 
New York’s tabloid gossip 
columns died Sunday in 
Manhattan. 6A 
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DISPATCHERS CAN 
BETTER TRACK 
NEW TRAIN CARS 


The design of the TEX 
Rail cars ensures an 
electrical connection is 
maintained to the rails at 
all times. 4A 


NATION & WORLD 


PUTIN USING 
‘FLATTERY’ 
ON TRUMP 


A former CIA director 
questioned whether 
Vladimir Putin was 
manipulating President 
Donald Trump. 9A 


nant - bearing each victim’s his personal heartache and a the church seven days earlier. SEE CHURCH, 5A 
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